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My study of the Hebrew Bible leading to study of the script of Moses

It was in the early 1970’s that | got to know personally that the God of the Bible really is there. | then
became involved in studying the Bible quite intensely. Now you must know that | am someone who
is not easily satisfied with shallow answers. | always seek ways to probe deeper. The larger part of
my professional career | worked in scientific research. So, as the first 'Online Bible' on diskettes and
on a CD-Rom became available near the end of the 1980's, | embraced that more easy way to look
even more at the way things were written in the original Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek text. Later the
Internet offered me an ever increasing set of additional instruments to study the original texts,
compare translation options, and to dive much further into the culture of the Middle East during the
times when the Bible was written.

From the end of 2006, my career in research elsewhere ended and | got the time to study the Biblical
Hebrew and the background of the Bible even more deeply. Soon, that led me to do an in-dept study
of the Name of God, 11717, in the Tanakh - the Hebrew First Testament of the Bible. It became a
life-changing project to study that great and most significant Name that occurs almost 7000 times
in the Bible (while most translations have removed it and replaced it with a simple title such as LORD).
My search for the meaning of this wonderful Name, brought treasures unfathomed to the surface.
Later, my quest for the original pronunciation brought my research further and further back in time.
It was then that | discovered that, during their Babylonian exile in the 6th century BC, the Jews (the
people from the kingdom of Yahudah) sort of forgot their original Paleo-Hebrew script and got ac-
customed to the Imperial Aramaic script of their oppressors (also called Assyrian; Hebrew: 212
YW R, ktabh ashuri). When they returned to their homeland, the Bible as it was at that moment
(up unto Ezra and Nehemiah) was transcribed from the Paleo-Hebrew into this new-found Aramaic
script, which we call 'Biblical Hebrew' today. Only during Jewish revolts against oppressing Greeks
or Romans, the old Paleo-Hebrew script was sometimes still used - e.g. on coins - out of a desire to
conserve the original Jewish culture. Some scribes kept using the old script still for a few centuries.
In the famous caves of Qumran, small fragments of Bible books in the old Paleo-Hebrew were still
found. Also, the Samaritans (Northern Israelites), very keen on conserving their old traditions, still
use a variant of the Paleo-Hebrew script in their 'Samaritan Torah' and other religious writings.

The earlier Paleo-Hebrew script as it functioned extensively in greater Israel in the times of the Kings
(roughly 1000-600 BC), was in many characters quite different from the later Aramaic script. About
the same script was used by the Phoenicians and several other nations around Israel (such as the
Moabites) in the timeframe just mentioned.

Going back further to the time of Moses and the patriarchs, the archeological findings become more
scarce. Anything written on papyrus or leather from that time seems to be lost. Only inscriptions
chiseled in stone, and a few in ink on potshards, have been found so far. Many linguists and arche-
ologists have tried to link the characters found from those times (roughly 2000-1000 BC) to the
characters of the later Paleo-Hebrew script. They did so, mainly by looking at similarities in shape,
and by trying to recognize familiar early Hebrew words and names out of the inscriptions. In the
days of this script, the divergence of Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic and various other languages in the
West-Semitic languages group had hardly taken place yet. E.g. Hebrew started its divergence from
the rest about at the time Israel was formed as a people or a nation during their Exodus from Egypt.
Therefore this script is best denoted as West-Semitic, as carrier of the West-Semitic language of
those days.
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Further study of the West-Semitic script

What stroke me from early on, was the fact that the characters or signs from this West-Semitic script
clearly depict everyday things of those days (a cow's head, a person, a palm tree, the layout of a hut,
a door, etc.).

Now, by the time | did this research, | already knew that most scripts in the world started as picto-
graphic scripts. Famous as such is Chinese, some of which | had got to know around the years | was
visiting Japan and China in the 1980's. Another script that started as pictographic was Sumerian
(used in Mesopotamia, modern Iraq). Later this evolved into Sumerian cuneiform, which evolved into
a logo-syllabic script and then was borrowed by the Akkadians, and further evolved into Assyrian
cuneiform. Egyptian scripts started with the famous Egyptian hieroglyphs - most clearly a picto-
graphic / ideographic script. Et cetera. Seeing this, | decided to investigate deeper into the culture
of the early Israelites and the world around them, to find the associations the Semitic people might
have had with these pictographs or symbols.

Very soon, there were several words that showed me that the script could well have been kind of
pictographic, in the sense that the combination of the pictures showed the meaning of the word. In
other words: the meanings of the words were immediately clear from the pictures. Let me give you
a few examples. The West-Semitic (and later Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic, etc.) concept of an ’ab, that
is, a father or founder, is that he is the strong man behind a 'house' - a family, and also: behind a
foundation or other group of people. The strongest animal in the Near East around 2000 BC was the
auroch with its shoulder height of almost 2 meters - an animal that left your breath stop in your
throat for a millisecond. Hence, the sound of this letter {” is the glottal stop: ’. Note that in front
of palaces in Mesopotamia and that region at that time, there weren’t statues of lions as in later
days, but statues of impressive oxen (aurochs) or ox-heads to depict sublime power! A family was
identified with a house O - bet/bait (the symbol shows the layout of the most simple hut with a
woman’s and a man’s department). So, as the word ’ab (father/ founder) is written as LJ D - ox-
head - house, or the powerful one of the family, it is fully in line with seeing the script as a picto-
graphic script. The same counts for J b’ - el - God, being the greatest shepherd, a shepherd here
denoted by a shepherd's staff: J - lamed. The original letter 2) (or <=) - péh (pronounced: pay) |
have come to recognize as an air-opening (ever seen the dark brown Bedouin tents in the Middle
Eastern sun? They desperately need air-openings between the tent sheets - the concept was essen-
tial! Our most important personal air-opening is our nose: couple the ox-head D’ to an air-opening
2) and you get the West-Semitic word ‘aph - nose. Our mouth is the air-opening 2J by which we
worship God and rejoice 'f - hé or dh, hence the word: 'f 2 - péh. Isn’t the womb/belly: L\ @ -
beten something that like a house (L - bet) surrounds and protects (® - tet) the early life of one’s
offspring/seed in its early stages (N - nun - in Biblical Hebrew the word for to continue, increase,
propagate)? Et cetera.

This led me to investigate the West-Semitic inscriptions and the culture of that time much further.
The Internet helped me greatly via the ample availability of original material in the West-Semitic and
Paleo-Hebrew script, hundreds of books written by people who did archeological research in the
Middle East, dictionaries of Hebrew and several related Semitic languages (such as Aramaic, Arabic,
Akkadian) that also help in reconstructing the old West-Semitic forms of the words. By the way, did
you ever realize that our word wine, Dutch: wijn, German Wein, French vin, et cetera - all are very
clearly related to the more than 3500 year old West-Semitic \ > Y- wajin (from grapes: fruit/seed
on the branch/arm of a stick in the ground), despite its later change in Hebrew to yayin ? The
European words even have conserved the original letters rather accurately.

Archeology and the West-Semitic script, and other views

An important observation to mention is about the places and dates where archeological research
has found pieces of the West-Semitic script. It has been found in Israel (some referred to these as
old Canaanite script), in the Sinai (some people spoke of a Sinaitic script) and in Egypt. Similar pieces
have been found north and north-east of Israel.' All archeologists ascribe them to some Semitic
people (a.0. ‘Semitic mine-workers in service to the Egyptians’). The timeframe these findings have
been dated to is about 2000-1200 BC. The oldest finds thus are from the time of ’Abraham, largely
following routes where he traveled. Most of the Egyptian and Sinai finds coincide with the Israelites
ruling Egypt and later being held in Egyptian slavery. Many Egyptologists and some others think the

' The New Zealand scientist Brian Colless sees these latter ones as examples of a related, syllabic script.
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symbols were inspired to these Semites (a.k.a. the Hyksos?) by the Egyptian hieroglyphs. The dating
and the similarity with older syllabic scripts north of Israel, make this unlikely, in my view. Another
reason why | do not buy into this hypothesis of an Egyptian origine or inspiration, is that there are
ample examples of pictures from within the Semitic communities to serve as models for the picto-
graphs. A very clear example is that of the early West-Semitic samekh and sin (the two coincided
i.m.h.o.). On all kinds of artifacts, one has found pictures of date palms, 5 -
often associated with the tree of life. The most usual way to
depict a date palm was like a large rather thin stem, with seven
branches or fronds near the top, mostly three on each side,
one in the middle. The picture here on the right is a roll-stamp
from Mesopotamia, about 2100 BC, where the palm has seven e :
branches, three on the right and four on the left (the stamp clearly depicts a Mesopotamian variant
of the temptation scene from Genesis 3, with Eve, Adam, the snake and the tree of life confounded
with the tree of knowledge of good and evil). In the West-Semitic and Paleo-Hebrew we find the
samekh written like this: % Its main stem is taller than any other character. To me, it is very clear
that it depicts the long and tall palm tree - the most abundant tree in Israel, the Sinai and in Egypt
and the symbol of Israel on coins etc. throughout many ages Most of the words, formed with it, have
the notion of the tree of life, or main usages of the palm tree in them (the trunk as a pole, the fronds
as coverage, etc.). The classical Egyptologists way of seeing this samekh/sin sign is to relate to a
rather dissimilar Egyptian hieroglyph denoting a very cultic object said to consist of three vertebrae
of some Egyptian idol, filled with masculine semen: the Djed column or Tet pillar: ﬁ Sorry, but |
don’t see how lIsraelites or some other Semitic people would use or even need that as an example
and not use the very ordinary every-day common date palm as a model... Similarly for all the other
artifacts used as models for the pictographs.

A view on word-formation and the origin of language

My view on the West-Semitic script and all that is related, is connected to my view on the origin of
language. The Bible says that God asked Adam to give names to the animals. To me, that is the
clearest sign that God didn’t give Adam and Eve a full-blown language, complete with vocabulary of
thousands of words and grammar an all; so including names for all flora and fauna and things.
Language evolved slowly. In my mind | see a man and a woman, whether they were the original
couple of Genesis 2, or a later couple doesn’t matter. The man saw a mighty animal with big horns
that could beat almost any other animal. When he tried to explain it to his wife, he drew a picture of
its mighty horned head D’ and told her how his breath had stopped in his throat: ’. So, next to the
cow’s head, he drew a picture of himself, symbolized by a shepherd’s staff J (shepherding was his
thing with animals), and his air-flow <= (so: << J &), and said: ‘a-I-ph. And the original West-
Semitic word for ox (the auroch!) was born. When they got children, he said to his child that he was
the strong one of the house: L7 b’ and the word ’a-b - father was born. When he wanted to describe
a palm tree, he simply drew a picture of it: ? and let out the noise he had heard when eating a
date, the juicy fruit of it: sss. Only later, someone described a lovely aspect of the palm tree in more
detail, saying that in the desert, it was a great sign T that there really was water MA,| that God Q
had given, so you knew it wasn’t only a mirage, and the word & MA T - tamar was born (the fact
that the impressive juicy date clusters can be seen as a sign T of abundance M of God Q, may
have contributed to this name as well). Et cetera.

Different hypotheses tested: acrophony versus pictographic

People have argued against my theory, that the pictographs are only used with the acrophonic prin-
ciple in mind: they are symbols of things, the first letter of which is meant only. The total thing
modelled in the picture plays no role at all. | said to people holding on to this assumption: that is
an assumption, prove it to me. No one has been able to prove it so far! However, in my documents
| deliver proof, or at least: | show it to be very likely, that my assumption that the pictographs could
possibly represent a pictographic script is right, with hundreds of examples of the words and names
formed with them.

2 See also: Gerard Gertoux, The Pharaoh of the Exodus Fairy tale or real history? Qutcome of the investigation,
Absolute chronology of Exodus, Dating the war of the Hyksos, and more, all available on Academia.edu.
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People have argued that | started from the hypothetically wrong assumption that the pictographs
would represent a pictographic script. This is definitely not the case. | just saw so many examples
that showed that it could well be a pictographic script, that | tried and tested the hypothesis that the
pictographs could possibly represent a pictographic script, and found it to be likely valid.

Some people also argued that the script couldn’t possibly be a pictographic/ideographic script, be-
cause such a script needs hundreds, if not thousands of characters. Again, this is an assumption.
By combining basic symbols, one formed new words. Chinese did that by combining a number of
basic symbols into one new, more complex symbol. This way you end up with thousands of symbols.
West-Semitic did the same much simpler by linear concatenation of basic symbols, the same way we
still form new words by concatenation of simpler ones. Apparently, it was possible with less than 30
basic symbols.

A side-note on Rabbinic Jewish mysticism

The script is not the only thing the Jews brought with them upon their return from Babylonia. They
also brough with them all kind of mysticism and idolatry. As a result, there is a large stream of
mysticism in Rabbinic Jewish faith, where it is common to pay a special kind of attention to the
letters of the Biblical Hebrew script (in fact: the Imperial Aramaic script; Hebrew: >1% X 202,
ktabh ashuri). They assign numerical values to the letters and all kind of fancy meanings. This even
got its way into Christian teachings. In a Hebrew course | once did, given by sincere Christians, it
was explained that the Hebrew letter 11- hé is a house with a high, open window to the heavens. All
this comes from occult (mainly Babylonian) sources, furthered via the Qabbalah - Jewish occultism.

In all my research, | have taken diligent distance from this. The example about the 17 is phantasy
(not founded on science or the Bible), with an occult origin, often obscuring the Word of God. In
reality, the true original West-Semitic source of the Hebrew letter is: 'f - hé or dh. As | discovered, it
depicts a person kneeling or dancing, with his or her arms raised in admiration/adoration, surrender,
joy and worship. We encounter it in the old verbal root for ‘to live’: 'f Y 'f - hawah; in the Hebrew
thinking as inspired by the God of the Bible, we truly live when we are in awe about God, surrendering
to Him in joyful worship, connected together to each other (the middle symbol Y - wav or wawu - is
that of a tent pin that connects two pieces of tent cloth together or one to the earth so the tent
cannot fly away in the wind; the connection, like human attachment/connection here, enhances well-
being and also provides security). This makes the Word of God more clear.

Some of the further results of my investigations
The above is the background from which | have done my research and written these documents:

André H. Roosma, ‘The Written Language of Abraham, Moses and David - A study of the picto-
graphic roots and basic notions in the underlying fabric of the earliest Biblical script’ &, Hallelu-YaH
Draft Working Document, last ed. 11 Sept. 2014, 112 p.

This is the primary document in which | summarized my main research findings on the West-Semitic
script so far, the script Moses (Mosheh) will have used to write the first version of the Torah. It is a
draft; | am open to improved insights about what meanings and associations the original letters had
for the people who started to use them.

------ , ‘Early development of the West-Semitic languages - Linguistic history according to science
and the Bible @’, Hallelu-YaH Draft Working Document, 18 Nov. 2014.
My take on the interrelatedness of the Semitic languages and their development and divergence.

------ , ‘The Script that went Ahead - How YaHUaH prepared the way for the Gospel in Greece and
Rome already at the time when Isra’el diverted from Him’, Hallelu-YaH Draft Working Documents: -
Part I, 4 Aug. 2015; - Part Il, 7 Aug. 2015; - Part Ill, 11 Aug. 2015.

How the West-Semitic script became the basis for the later Greek, Roman (Latin) and Cyrillic scripts.
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Thanks for your interest!
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